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TRI IEE: Oesetefirg of Secefactes frum the USSR 


“wl? Jety W682, enderciqned was able (throurt che courtesy 
of Sh Livisis) to weet and cebrief Dar WEDSTZ2, aa Amcrigen 
Tedete:tar wao left the USZ!! last May, Webster ta 8. pinsties . 
en-ingar who wart es a guide tn-the Sokolikd Frir in $959, Cel? in 
love Vizb-o feseleo girl, and Grfecited to Hve with bez, altace: 
be had a wite Bad fexitcy inthe US. according to Webster's 
tery, be cecided to reduiéct whre te learned tad bia woetasy 


had walle ced-a- mental breakin, Pre éexaanly cearad by dis 


cSizelior, 6 ales states inert he eas “perme sick” and claims 


Bet ls 4 mlactce Intovatery, 5 ebnter adpears te be trteliigent | 
cated, 


art obpecwant, but politica lty or ideologically 
Hie camacts ware chtefy wit fellve we-berd asd bis ref otre sats 


aactsletecle, Omsetione (rem mucearnt¢ 24 were.chtefie ds 


oe. 


i. Fo utes mackoar ppet Srrtes. Sovtet ettiones were 
aware af the eerie, but tare ny detalic. 


"BL Ap te ia Argericags. Littl er ca hostility 
$0 American aoe ree eytg oy misled by thaly ralers, 


3. ditions Seward Coo $. Sear acd distrusts many 
Lentagraders ali rememurr tt aivce, of coarat. WW ebotor 
WA! Strongly cengclogs ef bullizs tn eatl-Cermaa propagasda 


. i - 
ove s the feet erage, 


i. Attinads (owartg Jeare, Webstor wea rery conscious 
of widespread aati-Leraldsn, cach na he deiicves was emee 
Forrmoe tA Feare Breas la tine US, hut which hes bargeby 
Clenrpeared tere, (K ebetur, faciductally, does net sppeag 

* ta be Jowledh Simasely, } 


3. feeiiece tow meares Negrres, Wobeter mAd there ware 
a lew necrozs ba Leciograd! Leas ef no Inriandcy a cet. 


neste fseting, 

& Atiteds on raleiay Religion tag lecpely dLeappsazed 
asong the younger cenerciians tz old paczis accastiwes etl 
go te churct. : 


ecfre 
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: : om + ra Te yt 1 —_ . 
Shyla as zakenpi. Tis Soviet pevple taks 
Tor le fe Ca EL oT Sa ahioe, TMiow was the 


tt Aig mes wl wimg. te Sgt of ule Ts 
en ote ana Le oP WitmLy C.d nat raced Chants 
Th fe Nf SLE Rene oR me ee wa we beir~ ak coverage 
RYO epee, a. aire be Rte sstis aivaticn, =~ 

\. ati Mac Moirsilcwacs. be - titerts awn Balt, the 
TOR oO nk AY Bla. oe 8 BR sr erally Ceey ave ines 
Ted wm ste ows, Owey wil tay co 246 we, fa Vehseerts ‘ 
«WR a ze Ure ORE OLE! egal, and xoiey cen ad to “goot 
NT ewe tut paperviters were met ceatrhing, sranthc lest) 
Betas CLoiwts woalt be use ‘es te Fret emt work neeced to mens 8 
Sem BS yarete 7 


7. enact fd dete The, seviat y4epae bre conscious of 


C9 bh joe: eat te toels eke dard of Uvtag Wace ftalte’s death, 


18. Tete cMavese. ““absies ch! pet ba Usve thos there was 
elie iotves se ety. em i Aly Olcko WS tee rect cf the 
sot. (Vet relgiad fe od cette Cut Welewr un—ersteed 
BLE Weqk’ se cerere tee ogactal elrevage. %} Ordinary perty 
we BS Re 2 eed fea the rea of te yeaper, Webster 
tA en rit VAR paety Vectiotate” face thoy reaMtest! how 


Oot als wna, 


TEL Senta! be tewtue, fe Sr no wetntaller, Vebeter wag 
ced athe ek bios eae! oy Tas reve nce af Anerkeaees ba 
ete laty, Pea eins te bf testy Bo-8s. A camrson yrecticg 
ice eae ele haa weal fod pice of a petie of yortca ts 
Mosk Owed i the Rowas stars aod aah G&ats whe come ts “ro im’ ° 
fie 4 a .8ims Coey Cae actjvura bead 2 tadidtoe amd drivy is a 
--awitt Ener tor eurbdag ~Twltiaedsa ire hart isctive, Lenwrage 
te greenery crwtal Aah Ya oster 04 uct thitsk Hua Core wag 
Shoes (eli tise i eonmal azthsl contacts, fay erample fi the 
etree’? cara, 


12. Westere sacle. Cuce hy bat da cited t= vedefect, — - 

\ eheter spends LS Meas Hecenlin, to western racks breads 
“9£"3, 49 well 2g reato » Laglsh-lmguase hecka, whic were 
eveltells bem special Uurary in Lentecrat, Bea cook! bear tha 
“Oo ame tgs bb pea ae Srasdca sty, et al! Kegeien laa yee 
“lo. Preerere were Feu cal ost. (ise beleved YOA waz 
sereatt all mer tne vive.) bs tasgeeke CBC BITE SCasts were 

Bea PND abe chigy than toe ver! Wwe, tckase they ered 
rl prea nadia. fe phar rad not menmiwn facia Literty, ) 
tee TEC eT bower is cee - ‘any of theze are aecond- rate, 
1. rare asenee adv a ininey feb ba tanctnag fires 
Cs~%6 Sry ts tals eo the vg A st piileart o-laerlty are 
Patrenisty loeere sted 2 aly bisds of ‘Avoapieen esc, Mach they 
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etwa cs pat Cistinestsd ustcven Chisvies! joss ens PUP Mer wae 
aS: See i teint al near 
Tipline Suttrtalwwes, end hog kisas ba bunee te FRE8 on to corse. 
OEE CONE Pac Us tis detd. are : 


te, . Bk geean jo rat s2 fvortrias, Wabestep and Py wistss<, 
tek « bee Wis to 1 stesls wat Lats: He was: oe 


4 acs ae Sey ore rt and-Sc1tet teeta, but cls rhe te Stores 


rt preference fo those wis soak the lore! b.. a to 
abe a Tho sre sola polbadh tres decal ; rw esa’ a 

AS. Pasternat. Webster wac vagia shout Sontat views of 
Pastoreal aad Dr. 7 Os appeared thet Webster's enn’, 
tacts were probally eee m&tous for literary exttyre, ) 


Sines Webster expeared $ be gutte erttcutass, wndovstined asked 
rena he had const dered writing O: Ris exprrtences for eee: 
perhere tau magazine arti-is, jie eald Ghat be ad thoashe of i. te 
OM Glen Gp Oot te out of concern for nt ae ae 
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Tos Rudy Balaban 

. 

Froas Ned Bennett 

% qa a) 


Subjeet: Dan ter 


i 
Referenee: Attached memorandum for the records telephone éonversation of 
} thie date. ly, , 

JI Jat ) 


[ a surry to say that, beeause of a deadline I had to meet, the nemo 


fon the resord was not written until several days after ay meetingZ with 


pub jon It may be ineorreet on some details of W's history, which you 


would of eourse know ali about, if the story in the first paragraph does 
pot perfeetly mateh what W. has told you, the feult is prolably mine, not 
Wes you might call sw if you see any DHKINOX ineonsisteneies. 

on Soviet attitudes 
Generally speaking, the information ‘'s, eave ,does Not scen to xe ine 
jonsietent with what I heve seen from other sources, On the questions 


{ 
of soeial frietion and religion, his reply was more "pro-Soviet® than 


iotersatiién XHE fro, other sourees. On the other hand, his answers on 
jae edatiiss and hie etatements on drunkenness certainly did not east 
ee very favorable IIX light on Soviet soeiety. (ne interesting answer 
whieh I neglected to ineiude in sy memo indieated the Gontiming existence 
of pro-Stalin sentiment, 
i In the first paragraph of the memo, I state that W. seemed apaitivclie 
va ideologieally unsophisticated.” It probably would have deen more eorreet 
to say that he was wiinterested, or uncoanitted, rather than CXESEE unsophisti« 
‘cated, though that was also trie, Such negative references as he nade to. 
Soviet ideas (and there wers not many such references) seened a little ine, 
tended to satisfy me; they were msinly made in the first part of the inter 
view, tefore any rapport was established, If he was unhaopy in Leningrad, © 
it seened to bs because he felt himself an alien, and because he was neees 
@lek for the good cli USA, not becoure there was anything wrong with Con , 
munien, or anything good about American political institutions, He pre= 


sented himself somewtist as the ordinary guy who tries to get aleng; a lite, 
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tle 9% provineial or even puritanical in making moral judgments on cthers, 
even while obviously exposed. to morat eritieisn himeeif, He described the 
news, ef bie ‘mother's condition as having EMR been a Teal shock to hin, 


; tod this seexs consistent utta hie tendency to Hitictcs drunkenness, bad 


Janguage, elipshod’ work, end so forth in others. He sonmented, rather 

pprovingly, that Soviet ehildren really mind when they ara seolded by 

as strangers, whereag Anertean children (he thought) would not. I 

vould expect that he would be a good reactor when subaitted to a poly= 

! sph. Perhape because EX he had already been questioned fcr several 

; ours, he seemed to be little guarded and jumpy, espeeially shen any 

i BY questions seencd to stray fron the subject of Soviet publis attitudes. 

if the other hand, he volunteered x quite a few remarks about his own 

ease, bis own problems, He appeared to be worried about his ehanees of 

finding ® Job, and mentioned that one old friend (who had stuek by him 

ban the way") was trying to help hin in this, 

be When the time eame for ma to depart, i.e. when I had asked atl the 
eetigns I could think of, he eeked if anything further was to happen 

that day. I said that all T rk was shat you hed told us when you left, 

that there was nothing further aan up’, and that I could Simply leave when 

finished, He offered me a drink, whieh I declined, saying I wanted to get 

cae. I think he rather enjoyed the interview, or at least MM the chante 

fo spout off his views. Ag my memo indieates, I wan impressed by his 

artLeulatanees, whieh probably resulted from his gaying things he had 

thought out end prepared himself to say. I did not really erose-question 

hia, in the sense of trying to, eateh hin aut, or probing his ow notives, 

Be was willing to run on and I was willing to let hin, asking new questions 


wan he had said all he could on old ones. 


